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To Our Guests and Visitors 
Thank you for joining with us!  We’re glad you are here. 

    
 * To find our nursery go to the Sunday School wing.  The Nursery is  just a few doors 
down this hallway.   
 * We have activity bags for youngsters to use during worship.  The bags include soft 
toys and coloring books.  Please help yourself to a bag.  Be sure to return it after worship.   
 * We practice open communion.  If you are baptized and desire to share in the body 
and blood of our Lord, please join us.   
 * We begin communing children in the 5th grade.  We offer a communion class to pre-
pare 5th graders to receive this sacrament.   
 * If you would prefer grape juice instead of wine for communion, there is grape juice 
in the center of the tray of glasses.   
 * Following our worship service there is coffee and tea on the table in our café area.  
Please stay for some fellowship.     
     * Let us know how we can be of assistance to you! 
  



Prelude 
 

 Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please Stand 
 

Opening Hymn 
Oh Come, All Ye Faithful ~ LBW 45, vs 1, 2 & 3 

    
 Words Of Confession And Forgiveness 

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: As we await the fullness of Christ's coming, let us acknowledge our sins and failures 
before God. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
P: Our indifference toward your coming, 
C: we confess to you, Lord. 
P: Our desire to control time and seasons, 
C: we confess to you, Lord. 
P: Our failure to be alert to signs of your presence in our midst, 

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 17,  2017 ~ WELCOME! 

It is a pleasure to worship together.  
 If you are a newcomer, if you have a prayer request, or both,  

please fill out the yellow pew card located on the back of a pew. 

Oh, come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant! 
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him  
 born the king of angels: 
  

Chorus: 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 
  

The highest, most holy, 
Light of light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing!   
Chorus 
  

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God in the highest: 
Chorus 
   



C: we confess to you, Lord. 
P: Our lack of concern for those who come after us, 
C: we confess to you, Lord. 
P: Our lack of compassion for people you came to save, 
C: we confess to you, Lord. 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, I declare to you the forgiveness of your sins, and the 
grace to know joy in the Savior's coming. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
The Greeting 

 

P: From the one who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty:  grace, light, and 
peace be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

 
Kyrie ~  P.  78  LBW ~ Sung 

A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 
Prayer Of The Day 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray: 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your only-begotten Son, that by his 
coming we may be enabled to serve you with pure minds; through your Son, Jesus Christ, 



our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

C: Amen. 
 
Please Sit 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
P: Shepherds heard the message of the angel.  They rejoiced at the good news that a Savior 
was born, and they were the first to tell others the Good News of Jesus.  Like the shepherds, 
we are called to be witnesses to Christ.  We pray that God would give us the boldness to 
speak. 
  In joy we light the third candle on the Advent wreath. We read in Luke, Chapter 2: 
  The shepherds went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 
manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them con-
cerning this child.  (Luke 2:16-17) 
  
Light three candles. 
 
  

Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel ~ LBW 34, verse 3  
   
 

 
 
 

 
 

Service of Baptism 
 
 

Reception of New Members 
Annette Erskine 
Becky Chambers 

Bob and Launa Tardiff 
Derrick and Amy Mabry and daughter Emily 

  
 
 

Oh, come, strong Branch of Jesse, free 
 your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell your people save 
 and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.   

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
  



First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
1The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring 

good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to grant 
to those who mourn in Zion — to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of 
gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may 
be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. 4They 
shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair 
the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.  

8For I the Lord love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their offspring shall be 
known among the nations, and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see 
them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the Lord has blessed. 10I will greatly 
rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments 
of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks him-
self like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout 
up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations. 
 

R: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 126 

1When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
  then were we like those who dream. 
2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
  and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
3Then they said among the nations, 
  “The Lord has done great things for them.” 
4The Lord has done great things for us, 
  and we are glad indeed. 
5Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
  like the watercourses of the Negev. 
6Those who sowed with tears 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
7Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

 



Second Reading: I Thessalonians 5:16-24  
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 
21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of evil. 23Now may 
the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and 
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is faith-
ful; he will surely do it. 

 

R: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Children’s Song 

Away In a Manger ~ LBW 67, verse 1 
   
 
 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 Please Stand 
 

Gospel Verse ~ P. 83  LBW 

 

Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 

 
 

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the First Chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

Please look up the Gospel reading in your Bible. 
 
After the reading: 
 P:  The Gospel of the Lord.   
C:   Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
The little Lord Jesus  
 laid down his sweet head; 
  

The stars in the bright sky  
 looked down where he lay; 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
  



 Please Sit 
Sermon ~ Healing in our Congregation 

Pastor Mark Braaten 
  

Please Stand 
 

Hymn Of The Day 
Go Tell It on the Mountain ~ LBW 70 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

The Prayers 
A: Watchful at all times, let us pray in joyful anticipation for the advent of our God. 
 After each petition of the prayer the pastor will say “O giver of hope”. 
 The congregation will respond, “hear our prayer.”  
P: Sustain us in your promises, faithful God, as we watch for you, and gather us into 

the peaceful reign of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 
Sharing Of The Peace   

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.   C: And also with you.   
(Please greet your fellow worshippers with the peace of our Lord.) 

 
Please Sit 

 
Offertory 

 “A Strange Way to Save the World” 
Roger Stai, Soloist 

Please Stand 
  

Chorus: 
Go tell it on the mountain, 
Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born! 
  

While shepherds kept their watching 
O’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light 
    Chorus 

The shepherds feared and trembled 
When, lo, above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus 
That hailed our Savior’s birth. 
     Chorus 
  

Down in a lonely manger 
The humble Christ was born; 
And God sent us salvation 
That blessed Christmas morn. 
     Chorus 



Offertory  ~  The Doxology  
  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving ~ p. 88   LBW    
P: The Lord be with you.       C: And also with you.   
P: Lift up your hearts.       C: We lift them up to the Lord.   
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give him thanks and                                         
              praise. 
P: It is indeed right and salutary .  .  .  We praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
Holy, Holy, Holy ~ p. 89   LBW   

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

         Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 

Words of Institution 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer ~ p. 91   LBW 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   Amen. 
 
Please sit 

Communion Distribution 
  

For those who prefer, the center circle of glasses contain grape juice. 
Please return your cup in the basket on the aisle. 

 



Communion Song #1   
Of the Father’s Love Begotten ~ LBW 42 

      

Communion Song #2    
I Am the Bread of Life (Praise) 

   
  
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten 
Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, 
He the source, the ending he, 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see, 
Evermore and evermore. 
  
Oh, that birth forever blessed, 
When the virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
Bore the Savior of our race, 
And the babe, the world’s redeemer, 
First revealed his sacred face, 
Evermore and evermore. 
  
This is he whom seers in old time 
Chanted of with one accord, 
Whom the voices of the prophets 
Promised in their faithful word; 

 Now he shines, the long-expected; 
Let creation praise its Lord 
Evermore and evermore 
  

Let the heights of heav’n adore him; 
Angel hosts, his praises sing; 
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before him 
And extol our God and King; 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Ev’ry voice in concert ring 
Evermore and evermore. 
  
Christ, to thee, with God the Father, 
And, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
And unwearied praises be; 
Honor, glory, and dominion, 
And eternal victory 
Evermore and evermore! 
Amen. 

Chorus: 
I am the Bread of Life 
All who eat this Bread will never die 
I am God's love revealed 
I am broken that you might be healed 
  

All who eat of this heavenly Bread 
All who drink this cup of the covenant 
You will live forever 
For I will raise you up 
  Chorus 

No one who comes to Me  
 shall ever hunger again 
No one who believes shall ever thirst 
All that the Father draws  
 shall come to Me 
And I will give them rest 
  Chorus 
  



Communion Song #3   
El Shaddai 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion Blessing 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:   Amen. 

 
 

 Post-communion Canticle 
  

Song of Simeon 
  

Now Lord, you let your servant go in peace; 
Your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation 
Which you have prepared 

In the sight of ev’ry people; 
A light to reveal you to the nations 
And the glory of your people Israel. 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace. 
   

 
 

Chorus: 
El Shaddai, El Shaddai, 
El, El-yon-na Adonai, 
Age to age You’re still the same, 
By the power of the name. 
El Shaddai, El Shaddai, 
Er-Kam Kana Adonai, 
We will praise and lift You high, 
El Shaddai. 
  

Through Your love and through the ram, 
You saved the son of Abraham, 
Through the power of Your hand 
You turned the sea into dry land. 
To the outcast on her knees 

You were the God who really sees, 
And by Your might  
 You set Your children free 
  Chorus 
  

Through the years You made it clear 
That the time of Christ was near, 
Though the people could not see 
What Messiah ought to be 
Though Your Word contained the plan 
They just could not understand 
Your most awesome works was done 
In the frailty of Your Son. 
  Chorus 
 



Post-Communion Prayer ~ p. 94  LBW 
  

A: Let us pray: 
 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the  healing  
 power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us 

through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love toward one another;  for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 
  

The Benediction 
  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gra-
cious to you.  May the Lord fill you with joy and hope, as we look to His coming among 
us.  In the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C :  Amen. 
 
 

Closing Hymn 

Angels We Have Heard on High ~ LBW 71 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal 
 

A: The Lord be with you!  Go and serve in Jesus’ name. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains. 
  

Chorus: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
  

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heav’nly song?  
     Chorus  
  

Come to Bethlehem and see  
Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  
     Chorus  
 



Announcements 
 

Advent 
 We are now in the season in the church year of Advent.  Advent is a time of waiting 
and expectant watching for the coming of the Messiah. We wait for the Christ child in the 
manger in Bethlehem, but also for the return of Christ in all of his glory on that last day.  
The tone of our worship should reflect the theological tension between wistful waiting 
and joyful anticipation.  In the Church we are called to put aside that trappings of the 
world in the season before Christmas and wait patiently for the King of kings. 
 

New Members 
 It is with great joy we welcome the following people into membership today: 

Annette Erskine 
Becky Chambers 

Bob and Launa Tardiff 
Derrick and Amy Mabry and daughter Emily 

 
Notice—Children’s Choir and Confirmation Class 

Children’s Choir and the Confirmation Class will practice the Christmas skit at 9:30 a.m. in 
the sanctuary on December 24th. 

  

Wednesday Night Advent Activities 
 During Advent we add special activities on Wednesday evenings.  Please come, these 
are always special times! 
 6:00 – 6:45 – Soup and salad supper in fellowship hall 

6:30 – Prayer time in the sanctuary   
7:00 – Advent worship – The focus of these services will be on healing – in our 

lives, our congregation, our world.     
 

Sunday School Schedule and Activities 
Today, Dec. 17 – Meet at the regular time for arts and crafts, outdoor games, food and 
Hot Chocolate 
Sundays Dec. 24 and Dec. 31 – No classes because of Christmas break 
Sunday, Jan. 7 – Classes resume 

 
 

(Continued on next page) 



Upcoming Worship Schedule 
Wednesday, Dec. 20 

7:00 p.m.- Service of Healing  
Next Sunday, Sunday, Dec. 24 
 10:00 a.m. – Prayer Service in preparation for Christmas 
   6:30 p.m. – Christmas Eve Concert 
   7:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Worship with Communion and Candlelight  
 11:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Worship with Communion and Candlelight 
Sunday, Dec. 31 – Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study on Ruth 
THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY-  On Thursdays at 10AM Pastor Mark is 

teaching the book of Ruth.  Here is your opportunity to find out everything you 
wanted to know about Ruth, but were afraid to ask.  The class has been meeting at 
OSLC in the conference room.  Come, bring your Bibles, be enlightened, and enjoy 
some wonderful Christian fellowship! 
 

Lutheran Church Women  
We will meet on December 20 at 1:00 for our December meeting.  The date was 
incorrect in our newsletter calendar.  Please join us at 1:00, December 20, for our 
monthly Bible Study. 
  

Financial Update for 2017 
As we approached end of 2017 we want to keep the congregation updated 

on our church finances.  As of the end of November our expenses for the year are 
about $11,000 more than our income.  We carried over a good bit of money from 
2016 so our cash flow for the year has been fine, but as of the end of November we 
are in the red.  Our intent each year is to finish the year in the black, with income 
equaling expenses. 

We have a good opportunity to make up this deficit in December.  Please do 
consider your giving and let’s end this year on a strong note.  Thank you for your 
faithful giving all year long! 
 One additional thought that we share periodically with the congregation.  That 
is that the pledges that you make at the beginning of the year are not contracts, 
they are estimates of giving.  We understand that people’s financial situations 



change during the year.  Some years people financial situations change for the better, 
and we encourage you to exceed your pledge.  Other years people’s situations change 
for the worse and we understand if you give less than your pledge.  You pledge is an 
estimate and we know that sometimes circumstances change during the year.  
 And again, thank you for your giving this year.  Let’s finish 2017 on a strong note! 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
  

This Week’s Calendar  ((December 17 through December 24, 2017) 
  

This Week’s Office Hours:  Mon. - Thur. 10:00—2:00 
  

if you have a need, please call the office @ 903-561-1865 
  
  
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-   

STEWARDSHIP 

Monthly Budget    
 
Prior December Donations 
Sunday, Dec. 10, 2017 Donations 
Other Offering 
Cumulative December Donations   
 
Year to Date Donations 
 

$      22,000 
 

4,379 
3,256 
1,506 

$       9,141 
 

$    221,347 

DECEMBER 10, 2017 WORSHIP 

 
Worship Service 

        
  

Year to Date Average 
 
  

  

 
141 

 
 

111 

SUNDAY—December 17, 2017 
Sunday School 
Choir Practice 
Worship Service 
Youth Meeting  

  Choir Practice 

SUNDAY—December 24, 2017  
Choir Practice 
Children’s Choir and Confirma-       
 tion Class Practice 
Worship Service  
Christmas Concert 
Christmas Eve Service  
 

 
9:15 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

 
10:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

9:00 a.m. 
9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 

  

MONDAY 
No Activities Planned 
 

TUESDAY   
   Quilters 
      

SATURDAY 
   Altar Guild #4 
   Embroiderer’s Guild  

    . 

FRIDAY 
ACA (in Conference Room) 

THURSDAY  

    Bible Study 
    CODA      
   
    

9:00 a.m.  
. 

WEDNESDAY 
    LCW 
    Soup Supper 
    Prayer time in the sanctuary 
    Advent Service 

 

1:00 a.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
6:45 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 

 

10:00 a.m. 
6:00 p.m. 

 
 

9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 
6:00 p.m. 


